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The Second Seventy-five

Welcome to a milestone moment in the history
of Alvin Community College! Although we
missed those who couldn’t join us at the ACC
75th Anniversary Celebration on April 30th,

it was a profound honor to commemorate our
distinguished past alongside my predecessors,
Dr. Rodney Allbright (1976 — 2014) and

Dr. Christal Albrecht (2014-2021). Their
remarkable contributions have set a standard
of excellence and dedication to student success
that continues to guide us at ACC.

As we celebrated our first 75 years of exceptional growth and
achievement, we are equally excited about the future. What better
way to embark on the next 75 years than by launching our inaugural,
fully- accredited Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration

and Management?

In today’s discourse about the value of higher education, the focus
often shifts to the cost rather than the worth of a four-year degree. At
ACC, our commitment to affordability remains unwavering, ensuring
that our education remains a valuable asset that significantly enhances
the career and life trajectories of our students.

Our dedication extends particularly to first-generation college
students. My own journey began much like theirs, at a community
college that offered an accessible pathway to higher education. From
my Associate of Arts through my Doctorate of Philosophy, the
impact of that education has been transformative, extending benefits
across generations.

This year, we proudly introduce our first bachelor’s degree program, an

exciting new chapter that promises to extend our legacy of community
service and educational excellence well into the future.

Besides our new degree program, Dolphin Nation continues to
buzz with incredible opportunities, all detailed in this edition of

Right Now Magazine.

Your future starts now! Fall registration is open with classes beginning
on August 26.

Fins Up!
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s a young, single mother,
Crystal Mantilla drifted from
one career option to another, finding

it difficult to decide what was best for
her and her family.

“At the time, I was pretty lost,”

she said. “I tried nursing, human
resources and business management.
It was just not my calling”

While working at a call center, her
boyfriend encouraged her to enroll
in Alvin Community College’s
Drafting and Design Engineering
Technology program.

“That seemed interesting,” she said.
“That month, I registered for the next
semester. From there on, I loved it”

Finding the

S

ace

by John Tompkins

Mantilla is now working as a designer for the NASA
Artemis Program, which aims to re-establish a
human presence on the Moon.

“It’s just an incredible experience,” she said. “It’s
exciting and mind-blowing.”

Drafting and Design Engineering Technology
involves various disciplines to develop designs

for industrial applications using 3-D software,
printing and design equipment. Training in the
program prepares students for piping, mechanical,
architectural, civil and structural design.

ACC offers a two-year Associate Degree in Applied
Science in Drafting and Design Engineering
Technology, as well as two certificate programs.
Mantilla enjoyed the program because it merged
creativity with technical processes.

“I love that it’s different projects and different tasks,”
she said. “I like how you follow certain steps in
design. I've always been crafty, and I've always

been curious.”

With the Artemis Program, Mantilla is assisting with
the exploration of ice at the Moon’s southern pole.

“We pretty much want to answer questions on how
we can store, handle and eventually send these icy
materials out to researchers for further studies,” she
said. “I get the opportunity to work with and assist
an engineer with my design skills”

The labor market for Drafting and Design
Engineering is intense, with starting salaries ranging
from $39,000 to $53,000 a year. Job placement for
graduates at ACC is usually 100 percent.

“I was thinking this was a better set of skills, and I

could earn more,” she said. “I was thinking I would

see what happens and what doors would open.”

After working with engineers at NASA on the
Artemis Program, Mantilla said she gained a lot
of experience, not just in her chosen career but
also in the manufacturing process. She became
inspired to continue her education and further
develop her skills.

Mantilla recently enrolled in the Engineering
Program at ACC.

It's just an ineredibfe
experience. It's exciting

and ming/- bfsasing.

- Crystal Mantilla

alvincollege.edu/drafting
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Alumni from the First
Graduating Class
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lvin Community College celebrated 75 years of providing quality education and career

training to the region. ACC began in 1948 as a small institution dedicated to providing
affordable education, and over the decades, it has grown into a vibrant hub of learning, offering a
diverse range of programs and opportunities that benefit both students and the community.

Generations of students have walked its hallways and earned their education in its classrooms,
each of them contributing to its legacy in unique ways. From renowned alumni making their mark
in various fields, to dedicated faculty shaping young minds, the college's story is woven with tales
of perseverance, innovation and community spirit.

The college will continue to thrive as a vital educational institution, serving students with a wide
range of academic and workforce programs, and contributing to the region's educational and
economic vitality. ACC honors its rich history while embracing the future.

LOOKING BACK. MOVING FORWARD.

Former & Current Presidents
Dr. Christal Albrecht  Dr. Rodney Allbright « Dr. Robert Exley
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Scan to view our
full 75th Celebration
photo gallery!

Board of Regents

1 Class of 2011
= . Regent since 2014

Associate Degree in Business
Administration - ACC

In 1992, | began an Associate in Business Administration but
paused due to family and work demands. Determined to finish,

[ returned in 2009 for a Business Management degree to aid in
making educated decisions in my business. My education at ACC
has contributed to not only mine but my family’s success as well,
both in business and in life.

Dr. Patty Hertenberger

Class of 1971
Regent since 2016

Associatein Liberal Arts- ACC

| met my husband at Alvin Junior College in 1969. Returning
years later to thank those who helped me, | was asked to start
a fashion merchandising program for the college. The college
became a major part of my life when | agreed to teach the
program. After 39 years, | retired in 2015.

Breah Knape

Class Of 2002
Regent since 2024

Associate Degree in General Studies - ACC
Sam Houston State University

ACC was pivotal in my career and personal growth, offering
diverse subjects that enhanced my critical thinking and
communication skills. The flexible schedules and supportive
faculty helped me balance studies with work. Lifelong friendships
and professional connections, along with a strong academic
foundation, enabled my transfer to SHSU.

Yvette Reyes-Hall

' Class of 1987
F g Regent since 2022

Associate Degree in Accounting - ACC
Texas A&M University

ACC provided a smooth transition into college life with a
supportive environment that boosted my confidence. The
affordable education allowed me to pursue my goals without
overwhelming debt. ACC's diverse and inclusive atmosphere gave
me the tools and support needed for academic, professional and
personal success. Without ACC, | wouldn't be where | am today.

Class of 1980
o Regent since 2018

Associate Degree in General Studies - ACC
Texas A&M University

The smaller class sizes facilitated interaction with instructors,
teaching me how to communicate effectively with them. This skill
greatly benefited me at A&M, opening many opportunities as |
completed my degrees there. In my free time, | continue to be a
member of the ACC Jazz Concert Band and Pit Orchestra.

"o

Scan toread their full testimonials,
or visit: alvincollege.edu/75
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FINDIN

by John Tompkins

hen students and workers think about

the importance of networking, they often
see it as a skill for office workers. However, Alvin
Community College Welding Coordinator Leroy
Brigman emphasized that it’s crucial to develop
contacts and maintain relationships, regardless of
the job.

When Brigman first started as a welder, developing
connections with others helped build his career.

“The contacts are what keep you working,” he said.
“The reputation you have is what’s going to get you to
that next job. This industry seems big, but it’s small
and very tight-knit.”

Brigman initially worked as an auto mechanic but
eventually found work assisting in a welding shop,
where he developed his skills as a welder. He later
started his own business as an independent welder.
Through a friend, Brigman secured his first job
working on a rig in Abilene.

One early connection was with a fellow welder named
Jeff Stewart. Brigman’s friendship with Stewart led

to an opportunity in pipefitting in 2013, and they
maintained contact after their first meeting.

“Jeff had a lot of experience and a lot of contacts,”
Brigman said. “He gave me 30 phone numbers. Those
contacts helped me continue my career.”

Brigman’s journey to ACC started with a position at
an industrial company in Freeport. After moving his
family there, they became part of the community.

“It made us local people,” he said. “We started to grow
roots, networked and met people”

Through community connections, Brigman met the
Director of Industrial Programs at ACC and was
eventually hired as an instructor. He transitioned
from being a career welder to training and mentoring
future welders in 2018.

@ONNECTIONS

[t's about
passing the
knowledge

you have
along to the
next person.

- Leroy Brigman
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“I was unsure if I'd made the
right choice for a week,”
he said.

Then a young student
struggling with family issues
approached him. Brigman
worked with the student to
keep him in school and finish
his education.

While it’s important for
Brigman to pass on welding
skills, he also wants students
to learn from his experiences
and mistakes. Working as an
educator made Brigman feel
like he was answering a calling
of faith to help others.

“I needed that experience with
my career and coming to a
place like this to mentor the
students here,” he said.

Not long after becoming an

educator, Brigman encountered a familiar face. His
friend Jeff Stewart is now the head of the Western
Texas College Welding program.

Brigman said the competition will continue to grow
and serve as an early networking opportunity for
welding students.

“He’s now doing the same thing I'm doing,”

] i “That’s what this industry is all about,” he said. “It’s
Brigman said.

about passing the knowledge you have along to the
next person.”

q
k | alvincollege.edu/welding-technology
®

The two friends, who both transitioned from oilfields
to classrooms, decided to create a contest for students
from local schools to compete and test their welding
skills. The first Gulf Coast Community College
Welding Showdown was held in November 2023 and
included 42 students from seven colleges throughout
the state.

this fall!


https://www.alvincollege.edu/welding-technology/
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ACC UNVEILS

INNOVATIVE PLANS

FOR MANVEL

by Scott Turnbough

for education and workforce development. Alvin

Community College, known for its 75 years of
dedication to innovation and student success, has
embarked on a journey westward by signing a five-
year lease agreement and securing all approvals from
the City of Manvel for a second home with nearly
15,000 square feet on Magnolia Parkway. This isn't just
an expansion; it’s a beacon of opportunity and value
for the west side of ACC’s service area, aptly named
ACC West.

Z n the heart of Manvel, a new chapter is unfolding

At first glance, ACC West will be a testament to
modern educational spaces. From digital technology
labs buzzing with activity to the quiet focus of the
biotechnology lab, every inch will be designed to
foster learning and collaboration. The campus will
include an open collaboration space, state-of-the-art
classrooms, allied health labs and a virtual reality
arena that promises to bring real-world scenarios to
life in the classroom. With plans to accommodate
students’ day and night, ACC West is poised to
become a hub of education and career development.

ACC West will be more than just a place of learning; it
will be a bridge to ACC'’s future.

SUMMER 2024 « ISSUE 5
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“ACC West
represents a
significant

step forward
in our mission
to provide
accessible, high-quality education to all corners of
our service area,” said Dr. Robert Exley, President

of ACC. “This new site will not only address the
educational needs of our growing population but also
align our programs with the evolving demands of the
workforce”

At the heart of ACC West is an innovative approach
to education. A variety of programs, from Patient
Care Technician to Business and Marketing courses,
are designed to meet the evolving needs of the
workforce. The Entrepreneurship program promises
to cultivate new ideas and support business growth
through traditional classes, seminars, workshops, as
well as mentorships.

One of the most exciting features will be the virtual
reality arena, offering first responders and healthcare
providers immersive training experiences.

“The virtual reality arena is cutting-edge technology
that will revolutionize the way we train our students,’
said Dr. Stacy Ebert, Vice President of Workforce
and Strategic Initiatives. “This technology will allow
students to train individually, or in teams, through
simulated immersive experiences and give exposure
to scenarios that will prepare them for

real-world challenges in ways traditional methods
simply cannot.”

The Corporate College located at ACC West will
provide custom training opportunities, further
strengthening the bond between education and
industry. As the college anticipates growth over the
next five years, the vision for ACC West is clear: to be
a place of connection and innovation.

ACC West represents a

significant step forward
In our mission to provide
accessible, high-quality
education to all corners
of our service area.

- Dr. Robert Exley

“ACC West will be a hub of collaboration and
innovation, where educators, students and business
and industry join forces to achieve remarkable
outcomes,” Ebert said. “Situated closer to many of our
industry partners, this location will facilitate work-
based programs, allowing students to earn while
they learn. Our business and entrepreneurial courses
will nurture new ideas and support the growth of
emerging businesses. Additionally, ACC’s Corporate
College offers customized training solutions tailored
to meet the specific needs of our industry partners.”

In Manvel, the doors of ACC West will open a new
era of education, opportunity and value. As the
community looks on, it’s evident that this expansion is
more than a physical space—it’s a promise of growth
and possibility.

RIGHT NOW MAGAZINE 13



According to data from the Community College 3
Baccalaureate Association, over 150 community &
colleges in 24 different states now offer a :
Bachelor’s Degree.

“I am delighted that ACC is joining the growing

number of community colleges now offering
ln Educatlon the Baccalaureate degree,” said Dr. Robert Exley,

ACC President. “Throughout my career, I have
by John Tompkins often heard students express their wish that we

would offer Bachelor’s Degrees because they love
the college and hate to go somewhere else. We

Alvin Community College will embark on offer excellent academics as a two-year college. 4,
a new path in education when it begins We embrace our students, support our students "
offering a Bachelor’s Degree in Business and believe in our students. To serve them
Administration and Management in Fall 2024. through the completion of their four-year degree
is simply wonderful ”

“The Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration and Management is Offering a Bachelor’s Degree to ACC students
specifically geared to train students to work in will provide an affordable education for those
a variety of businesses as higher-level business who want to join the business administration
managers and administrators,” said Dr. Mary workforce at a fraction of the cost of earning it
Jove, Interim Vice President of Instruction from a university.
and Academic Support. “It also serves as a
catapult for budding entrepreneurs who wish
to develop or grow their businesses or for
budding executives who wish to propel
career mobility” The use of veteran benefits for this

program is subject to VA approval.
To be eligible, students must have completed Eligib?ﬁ?)’ f‘;” beneﬁtsl “.Will COT’;’W”C‘? ((
an associate degree in any area of study once ofjicial approvat is grantea. . . . s .
from an accredited institution. Research The BAS n BUSIHQSS AdmlnlStI‘athH and
on feasibility began in Spring 2021 and was 1 1 1
conducted by a task force of ACC instructors Management IS SpeCIﬁcally geared Lo lrain
and staff members. students Lo work in a variely of businesses

as higher level business managers

and administrators. ))
- Dr. Mary Jove, Interim Vice President of
Instruction and Academic Support

SUMMER 2024 « ISSUE 5
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Teeing Up a Fairway of Flavor

lvin Community College is celebrating the

remarkable achievements of its Culinary
Arts students who have excelled locally and gained
invaluable experiences on national and international
stages. Brennan Bertrand, Eden Villanueva and Miguel
Soliz demonstrate the transformative opportunities
provided by ACC as they embraced challenges and
leveraged their comprehensive education to compete
for and secure prestigious internships at the Masters
Golf Tournament in Augusta, Georgia, showcasing
their skills and dedication on a global platform.

To enhance the already impressive ACC Culinary
Arts program, the college sent Chef Laura Trigo,
Department Chair, to Ireland on a culinary tour.
There, she made connections and met mentors,
opening a world of opportunities for her students —
including a prestigious internship at the Masters
Golf Tournament.

Bertrand, Villanueva and Soliz embarked on the
tough, three-month application process for the
internship in Augusta, Georgia. Each was selected
for this incredible opportunity, and once at the
Masters, they were assigned to specific restaurants or
food pavilions.

Bertrand worked alongside six renowned chefs from

Italy at Isabella’s Italian Restaurant in Augusta which

represented the international exposure ACC students
are gaining. Villanueva took charge of the flat-top

by
Bailey
Farmer

Miguel Soliz * Eden Villanueva * Brennan Bertrand

grill at Augusta’s Seafood and Brunch Restaurant, the
largest at the Masters, while Soliz managed a section
at a new hospitality venue, once again highlighting the
diverse opportunities available to ACC students.

“My experience as an ACC student at the Masters was
both exhilarating and nerve-wracking,” said Soliz.
“Most of the other interns were strictly from culinary
schools while I came from a community college. It
was intimidating to work alongside people who had
been honing their culinary skills since high school.
However, this challenge pushed me to showcase my
abilities and grow as a chef”

My experience
asan ACC
student at the
Masters was both

exhilarating and
nerve-wracking.

- Miguel Soliz

Villanueva’s experience at the Masters was
particularly memorable, not just for the high-
paced environment but for the camaraderie and
recognition she received.

“Most people there are from very big universities or
high-end culinary schools, so that was a fun thing
to talk about, considering we were coming from a
community college,” Villanueva shared.

ACC’s commitment to student success, highlighted

This experience led to an invitation for Villanueva and through these extraordinary experiences, reinforces
Soliz to work at the U.S. Open golf tournament in June its reputation as an institution that provides quality

education and empowers students to achieve their
dreams and make a lasting impact in the community.

2024, a testament to their hard work and dedication.

“When I started this journey, I was uncertain

about my career path. I always had a passion for
cooking but wasn't sure how to channel it. Under the
mentorship of Chef Trigo, my passion transformed
into a clear direction. Chef Trigo is awesome and
played a significant role in my development. Her
encouragement and belief in my potential were crucial
in building my confidence and skills,” said Soliz.

Evening
classes

Chef Trigo’s mentorship was pivotal in Villanueva’s
success as well.

“She was the biggest part of my learning, and I am so
glad to have found someone who saw the potential
in me,” Villanueva said. “Sometimes Chef Trigo jokes
with me and says, “The first day of class you didn’t
know how to crack a boiled egg, and now you're
cooking at the Masters.”

q
k | alvincollege.edu/culinaryarts
(C,
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Crdlivewryy Corner

by Miguel Soliz, Culinary Arts Student

"

Same recipe we used at the

Amish White Bread Masters Golf Tournament!
2 cups warm water *
2/3 cup white sugar
11/2 thsp active dry ye
1/4 cup olive oil

11/2

6 cups bread flou

3/4 tsp pa“p'r'iulﬁ(a
Salt & pepper to taste (white pepy
Optional: green onions
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https://www.alvincollege.edu/culinary-arts/
https://www.alvincollege.edu/ems/

Yhe Mahrty Famidy Scholailp

by John Tompkins

hen it comes to
philanthropy, few causes
are more rewarding than

supporting education. Marla Marty
Willey and her brother, Matt Marty,
discovered this firsthand when

they sought a meaningful cause to
support through the charitablefund
established by their mother.They
were delighted to find opportunities
to assist students eager to earn

an education.

“I wanted to set up an education
scholarship after
our charitable
endowment fund
was established,”
Willey said. “My
parents stressed

the importance of
education while my
brother and I were
growing up. Our
parents were very
proud of both of us

when we graduated Their mother,

from college. I know Sharon Marty,

they would be in originally

favor of helping established the

students in this way”” fund in 2000
from the sale
of property

previously purchased by their father, Pete
Marty. When Sharon passed in 2004,
Marla and Matt sought out worthy causes
to support.

There are some students who
would not have been able to
complete or begin their paralegal
journey without these funds.

They collaborated with Paralegal Director
John J. Murray to establish the Marty
Family Scholarship, which has already
provided vital support for students in need

- John Murray within the Paralegal program.

Since the ACC scholarship was established in
2020, more than $60,000 has been donated to
help students, according to Murray.

Fa

-, u
—
B
e

r

“These funds have been used to award excellence,
recognize service in the community and provide
emergency funding for critical life events
students have encountered,” he said.

The scholarships have addressed a variety of
needs, including the purchase of computers,
supporting internships and helping students
navigate financial obstacles.

“There are some students who would not have
been able to complete or begin their paralegal
journey without these funds,” Murray said.

Student Stephanie Burton emphasized the impact
of the scholarship on her life. “Being awarded this
scholarship and grant meant so much to me as I
am a single mom of two, and finances are tight,”
Burton said. “These funds helped tremendously

|

with my educational expenses to further my
paralegal education”

Brittney Turnquist, who works full time, found
it challenging to balance being a mom, working
and attending school. “The scholarship I received
has not only allowed me to continue classes at
ACC but also lit a spark in my motivation,” she
said. “I've almost given up on school several
times, either because I didn’t have the money
or I was burned out. Getting awarded one of
the Marty Family Scholarships has allowed me
to keep going and reach my academic goals. I
honestly don’t know if I'd ever finish my degree
without the support from the scholarship.”

Earning a college education can sometimes be
delayed by unforeseen obstacles. When April
Murphree and her husband’s vehicles both broke
down simultaneously, attending classes seemed
almost impossible. With the assistance of Murray
and the scholarship board, Murphree received
financial assistance for repairs.

“I wasn’t sure how this was going to impact my
ability to get to and from Alvin for classes. I live
an hour away, she said. “It had a huge impact on
us, and we are so grateful for the generosity.”

Stories like these are why the Marty family chose
to support education, Willey said.

“I hope our contributions enable students to
continue with their education in ways that might
not have been possible otherwise,” she said. “I
also think it'’s important to acknowledge hard
work and success. Our donations accomplish
both of these ideals. I'm glad that we can help
students at ACC!”

The ACC Foundation helps administer memorial
scholarships, providing much-needed financial
backing for students. More than 50 scholarships
are awarded to deserving students every year.

A ! 281.756.3600
ACC : F O UN D ATI O accfoundation@alvincollege.edu
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AlCC's Esports Wins National Championship

by John Tompkins

hen Anthony Washburn first discovered

that he could play video games for Alvin
Community College, he didn’t think hed wind up a
national champion.

“I chose to play Apex Legends since I felt thatI
was extremely talented at it,” he said: “I essentially
played every day and competed when I needed to.”

Washburn, an ACC Dual Enrellment student

at Alvin High School, represented the college’s
Finz esports team and-won the NJCAA Tier 3
national title in Apex Legends against Spoon River
College on April 24. Preparing for this tournament
was a challenge as the college was finishing up
construction of its esports arena, said Huff Mann,
E-sports coach. Washburn learned to play the
game using the LeagueOS platform, which is used
in competition.

“He worked from home while the arena was under
construction,” Mann said. “Anthony learned the
platform and it was extremely helpful for the team.
We were able to hit the ground running”

Washburn played the title match in the esports
arena located in the Student Center. His
championship win is the first for the Finz, which is
in its second year. Other players participated this
year in Valorant, Overwatch 2 and League

of Legends.

In the team’s first year in 2023, a group of players
reached the national final in Valorant but came
up short. While the Finz’s success has been rapid,
there is always room to improve, Mann said.

“We're really full steam ahead right now,” Mann
said. “We've done a good job of getting the team off
the ground. We need to build on it, though. We're
always looking for new players.”

Playing for an esports team was a bit of an
adjustment, Washburn said. The tournament

competition uses a different format than he was usec}r}

to playing.

“The competitive scene is nothing new to me since
I have competed and won numerous professional
scrims and tournaments,” he said. “But this was a
little different for me because it'’s normally a 3v3 or
battle royale with 20 teams of 3 and not 1v1.”

Once he finishes his diploma at Alvin High Sehool,
Washburn plans to remain at ACC to complete

his Assoeiate Degree. Then he hopes to pursue a
Bachelor’s Degree at either Texas Tech University or
the University of Houston.
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ESPORTS TEAM

njcaaesports.org

Continuing Education
Workforce Development

Biotechnology Technician

« 12-week program
Level 1: Materials Handler (6 weeks)
Level 2: Core Tech (6 weeks)
$51,430 median pay 2023*

Certified Nursing Assistant
« 3-month program
« $38,130 median pay 2023*

CNA to LVN Bridge
e T-year program
« $59,730 median pay 2023*

CNC Machinist
e 8-month program
« $53,180 median pay 2023*

Commercial Driver’s License

» 4-week program

« Class A & B with Endorsements
« $54,320 median pay 2023*

Dental Assistant
e 4-month program
« $46,540 median pay 2023*

Medical Office Billing & Coding
+ 8-month program
« $48,780 median pay 2023*

Patient Care Technician
*  9-month program
« $38,130 median pay 2023*

*bls.gov/ooh/
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https://www.njcaaesports.org/

Discover the Many Benefits of FITNESS WORD SCRAMBLE
Alvin Community College!
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When it comes to college, there are a lot of options. You deserve a quality

education that won’t break the bank, plus faculty and staff who care about your UA N SA
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success. At ACC, we deliver all of that and more!
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Register today, classes begin soon! alvincollege.edu/catalog
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Community
Memberships
available: Let us

by . help you reach ? |
Application Deadline: August 16 vour goals! -

Scan for more information or to becomie-amember!



https://www.alvincollege.edu/catalog/

XCC

ALVIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Your College - Right Now

310 Mustang Rd
Alvin, TX, 77511-4898
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SCANTO APPLY
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info@alvincollege.edu « 281.756.3531


http://www.alvincollege.edu/

