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Applying for Financial Aid through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) can be a helpful 

step in funding one's education, but there are a few reasons why a Texas inmate might want to wait until they 

have been accepted into a college before submitting their FAFSA: 

 

1. Eligibility: FAFSA determines a student's eligibility for federal financial aid programs, such as grants, 

loans, and work-study opportunities. Eligibility is often tied to the enrollment status as a degree-seeking 

student at an eligible institution. If an inmate applies for aid before being accepted into a college, they 

might not meet the criteria for eligibility, as they haven't yet been admitted as a student. 

 

2. Institutional Policies: Colleges have their own policies and procedures for distributing financial aid. 

The amount and types of aid a student is eligible for can vary depending on the institution. By waiting 

until acceptance, the inmate can communicate directly with the financial aid office of the college they 

plan to attend and get accurate information about the aid opportunities available to them. 

 

3. Documentation and Verification: The FAFSA requires various pieces of information and 

documentation, such as income details and tax returns. If an inmate hasn't been officially admitted to a 

college, they might not have access to certain necessary documents or information required for accurate 

completion of the FAFSA. 

 

4. Timing: Some financial aid programs have limited funds available, and they are often distributed on a 

first-come, first-served basis. By applying for aid before being accepted into a college, the inmate might 

miss out on certain aid opportunities that could have been available if they had waited until they were 

accepted. 

 

5. Accuracy: If the inmate applies for financial aid before being accepted into a college, they might need 

to revise their FAFSA later with updated information once they are accepted. This can cause 

complications and delays in the aid application process. 

 

6. Efficiency: Applying for financial aid is a process that requires time and effort. It's more efficient to 

wait until acceptance to ensure that the application is submitted with accurate and complete information, 

reducing the need for later corrections or revisions. 

 

In summary, while it's important to plan ahead and explore financial aid options, it's generally advisable for a 

Texas inmate to wait until they have been officially accepted into a college before submitting their FAFSA. 

This will help ensure that the application process goes smoothly and that the inmate can access the most 

accurate and relevant financial aid information for their specific situation. 


